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(D John Manijiro’s kamishibai (picture
story)

Here we go, here we go...

Now let me tell you the story of John
Manjiro

who was born in 1827, about 200 years
ago, in Tosa Province, now Kochi
Prefecture.

@ Born as the second son of a
fisherman, Manjiro was already helping
the adults with their work by the age
of 7.

When he was nine years old, his father
died and his family’s life became
difficult. When he was 12 years old, he
went to live in a place called Usa and
started working for a fisherman who
was an acquaintance of his mother.

@At the age of 14, Manjiro went out
fishing for the first time with four other
fishermen.

However, just two days after leaving the
port, they were caught in a sudden storm
and were swept away by the Kuroshio
Current. Ten days later, they were
washed ashore on the uninhabited
volcanic island of Torishima in the South
Seas.

However, the five of them did not give up
on life, and desperately tried to survive by
catching and eating shellfish, seaweed,
and the many albatrosses that lived on the
island.

Manjiro was determined to get back home
and see his mother again.

@On the 143 day after being washed
ashore, the American whaling ship John
Howland passed nearby, and the crew
approached the island in a boat to catch
sea turtles.

Manjiro and the others waved their
arms desperately at them and kept
shouting, “"Help!” Manjiro jumped into
the sea and was saved. Thanks to the
kind arrangements of Captain Whitfield,
the captain of the whaling ship, the five
of them headed for Honolulu in Hawaii.
After hunting for whales for six months,
they finally arrived in Honolulu. During
the trip, they caught 22 whales.

® Denzo, Jusuke, Goemon, and
Toraemon decided to live in Hawaii,
but Manjiro decided to go to the
American port town of Fairhaven, the
hometown of the captain who had
rescued him.

A little over a year passed, and
Manjiro, who had been 14 years old,
was now 16.

He attended elementary school, and
when he turned 17 he started studying
at a maritime technical school.

And, at the age of 19, he graduated at
the top of his class.

whaling ship

Franklin with Captain Whitfield, who he
had become friends with, and traveled
around the Pacific Ocean in pursuit of
whales for three years and four months.
At that time, there were 700 whaling ships
operating in the Pacific Ocean catching
sperm whales for oil (whale oil)




(DAfter finishing his whaling, Manjiro got off
the ship and

entered the gold mine in Sacramento, which
was discovered in 1848, and in about 70
days, he was able to earn a large sum of
money, $600 (about 5 million yen). Deciding
to return to Japan, Manjiro left the U.S. with
the money he had earned at the gold mine
and headed to Hawaii to talk with his former
fishermen friends. Denzo and Goemon
agreed to return, but Toraemon, already
married, said he should stay in Hawaii and
live with his wife. Shigesuke had died of
illness. Manjiro, Denzo,
decided to go to Ryukyu first.

and Goemon

®O0On December 17, 1850, the three
men boarded the “Saraboid,” a tea
buying boat from Honolulu, Hawaii
bound for Shanghai. They also took
the “Adventure,” a boat for landing in
Ryukyu. The three disembarked off
Mabuni, Ryukyu and landed at
Kodohama around 8:00 a.m. on
January 3, 1851. They had breakfast
on the beach, grilled smoked beef and
pork, and drank coffee. Soon after,
villagers and officials arrived and the
three the
government office in Yonesu.

were taken to local

© The three were then moved to the
Takayasu family

in Onaga Village, Toyomigusuku. There
was an official in the Ryukyu Kingdom
named Itarashiki Petchin who could speak
English. Manjiro showed him 17 books he
had brought back from America and
explained them to him. He told him about
the biography of the first president,
George Washington, and
democracy. (Two vyears later,
American Commodore Perry first landed
in the Ryukyus, Itarashiki Petyn
responded in English, much to Perry’s
surprise.)

about
when

-l o

The  Takayasu
dispatched three

cooks from the Ryukyuan Royal
Government, and Manjiro and his
family stayed there for six
months, receiving courteous
hospitality including Ryukyuan
cuisine.

Finally, Manjiro and his family
decided to return to Japan, and
on July 12, they were welcomed
by officials of the Satsuma Clan
and others, and Manjiro and his
family took a basket to the port of
Naha.

On July 18, they left Naha Port
for Yamakawa Port in

family

@ In Satsuma, Lord Shimazu
Nariakira

invited Manjiro, saying, “I've
been waiting for you, tell me
many things about America.” He
told him about the situation in
the U.S. and the shipbuilding
technology. After staying in
Kagoshima for over 40 days,
Manjiro was interrogated at the
Nagasaki Magistrate's Office for
nine months before finally
returning to his hometown of
Tosa with 17 other samurai from
the Tosa Province.

@After arriving at Kochi Castle in
the Tosa Province, Manjiro
reported to his lord and was finally
able to return to his birthplace,
Nakanohama,

and see his mother for the first time
in 11 years and 10 months. She
said, "I'm back! I'm back! Manjiro
could only manage to say, "I'm back!
At that time, Manjiro was 25 years
old.

Kagoshima.




@1In 1860, the Shogunate decided
to send a delegation to the United
States to conclude the Japan-U.S.
Trade Treaty

, and Manjiro was one of the
delegates aboard the Kanrin
Maru that escorted them.
Manjiro served as a navigator
and interpreter.

During his stay in San Francisco,
he taught English to Yukichi
Fukuzawa (Keio University) and
purchased seven books, including
“Gakumon no Susume”’ (The

@In 1870, the Franco-Prussian
War broke out between the
Prussians and the French, and
Manjiro was ordered to travel to
Europe as an interpreter for the
inspection team.

After traveling to the U.S,,
Manjiro  visited  Fairhaven,
where his former benefactor,
Captain Whitfield, lived, and
was reunited with him for the
first time in 21 years. At the
time, Captain Whitfield was 66
years old and Manjiro was 43.

@ Later, Manjiro worked as an
English teacher at Kaiseikan in the
Tosa Province.
He also taught many things about
the U.S. to people, including
Takamori Saigo, Toshimichi Okubo,
Takamitsu Kido (Kogoro Katsura),
and Taisuke Itagaki, who also
learned from him.
Manjiro introduced the idea of
“democracy” to Japan and had a
profound influence on modern
Japan. He never gave up until the
end. John Man splitt! Let's all do

Encouragement of Learning). our best!
The end!
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